
CITY OF MITCHELL
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION AGENDA
COUNCIL  CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, 612 N MAIN ST

AUGUST 21, 2019; 12:00 PM (NOON) 

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL: Determination Of Quorum 

Declaration Of Conflicts Of Interests

Approval Of Agenda 

Approval Of Minutes: 5/2/2019

HPCMINUTES5222019.PDF

Review And Comment; Facade Construction & Interior Renovation Of 401 N Main 
St. 

Action required by the MHPC to fulfill the requirements of a 11.1 Review per state law.      

FABRIC TEXTILES WAREHOUSE PLAN.PDF
HARDSHIP LETTER.PDF
CASE REPORT LETTER - HISTORICAL SOCIETY.PDF
401NMAINDESIGNATION.PDF

Review And Comment: Razing Of The Buildings Located At 305/307 N Main St. 
Action required by the MHPC to fulfill the requirements of a 11.1 Review per state law.  

305NMAIN.JPG
RAZINGQUOTES.PDF
MADC TAKES OWNERSHIP OF THIRD AND MAIN BUILDINGS.PDF
305307MAINDESIGNATION.PDF

Other Business And Reports

PUBLIC INPUT: If You Need To Address The Mitchell Historic Preservation 
Commission On An Item That Was Not On The Agenda, Excluding Personnel Items, 
Please Come Forward To The Podium And State Your Name And Your Concern. 
Presentations Are Limited To Three Minutes. Items Will Be Considered But No Actin 
Will Be Taken At This Time. 

ADJOURNMENT

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Documents:

6.

Documents:

7.

Documents:

8.

9.

10.

https://www.cityofmitchell.org/9c687ec3-986c-4c6e-acce-7577c764d82b


CITY OF MITCHELL 
MITCHELL HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, 612 N MAIN ST 

MAY 2, 2019, 5:15 PM 
 

UNAPPROVED MINUTES 
 

Chairman Logan called the MHPC meeting to order at 5:15 pm in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 612 N 
Main St.  Members present Logan, Swenson, Pooley, Clark, Jirsa, and Putnam (ex-officio), Indahl absent. 
 
Approval of Agenda: Motion by Jirsa, seconded by Clark to approve the agenda as presented. All 
members present voting aye, motion carried.  
 
Approval of Minutes: Motion by Swenson, seconded by Jirsa to approve the minutes of the August 29, 
2019 meeting. All members present voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Report of Mitchell Main Street and Beyond:  Logan gave a report of the Business Improvement Board.  
He stated they are having some difficulty in finding a time to meet.    
 
Update on Construction Projects:  Putnam provided an update on various projects involving historic 
buildings, 3rd and Main, Daily Republic Building, possible activity at DWU, and he has received inquiries 
from other business owners in the district. If owners seek historic incentives from SDHPO or MMS& B, 
the commission will have to review the owners’ plans.   The commission also discussed how various 
stakeholders might assist businesses in the historic downtown.  No action taken. 
 
Update on New Grant for 2019-20.  Putnam and Logan said that SHPO is offering a grant up to $2,000 
with the MHPC matching (in kind) for various historic activities.  Putnam will reach out to Jared Indahl 
and see what are some possible workshops or conferences that may be of interest to the commission. 
Grant funds may cover travel expenses. Motion by Jirsa, seconded by Pooley to request the grant for the 
purpose of travel expenses. All members present voting aye.  
 
Public Input: None 
 
The commission also discussed seeking others that may be interested in joining the commission.  
 
Chairman Logan adjourned the meeting at 6:30 pm. 
 
 
_______________________________________    ________________ 
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RE:  401 North Main, Mitchell, SD 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The undersigned representatives of the former Fabric and Textile Warehouse building located at 401 

North Main, Mitchell, SD hereby request review and approval of the attached proposed interior buildout 

and structural repair, along with exterior repair and rehabilitation plan, as presented by Puetz 

Corporation.  (See attached plan and comments) 

Further, it is requested that pursuant to SDCL 1-19B-46, the certificate of appropriateness be issued 

forthwith, due to extreme hardship.  Under SDCL 1-19B-31 and 1-19B-51, the City has the clear authority 

to issue a building permit for the interior work without input from the Historical Preservation 

Committee.  However, the City appears reluctant to do so without the Committees’ approval. Two 

separate structural engineering reports indicate that due to the original design of the roof, along with 

subsequent repairs and alterations, the roof trusses “are significantly overstressed” and “there is a 

significant risk of failure” in the event of heavy wind or snow events.  Obviously, this would cause 

significant damage to both the interior and exterior of the structure, likely requiring the building to be 

demolished.  Damage is already apparent in the interior space.  It is imperative that these 

improvements, providing the structural supports recommended by the structural engineers, commence 

without delay.   

It is our hope to avoid the demolition of this building, but economic realities must be taken into account 

in the attempts to save this structure.  In its current condition the building has no value.  This has been 

evidenced to us by multiple potential buyers, who upon being advised of the structural issues, would not 

purchase the building for a minimal consideration.   

We are the second- generation owners of this structure, and believe the plan presented indicates our 

continued willingness to invest significantly in downtown Mitchell.   The ability to convert the single use 

space into three viable and attractive units available for professional office and retail space, will add to 

the appeal of the downtown Historic Commercial District, and allow the project to make economic 

sense.  We have researched many options for the exterior, including available materials to maintain its’ 

historic look.  The plan and materials presented represent the best options to achieve the desired results 

and protect the exterior from further damage which has occurred to the panels and awnings over time.  

You will note that the primary focus of the historical nature of the building has been retained.  The 

character-defining, unique curved nature of the main entrance, (Tenant 1) along with the overhead 

awning will remain.  The window openings, previously boarded over, will be reopened, providing a 

pleasing exterior look, recalling the appearance of the original Buche Department Store.  The existing 

panels are damaged and ill-fitting, and will be replaced with a more durable, similar looking panel.  

The remainder of the building will retain the brick facades currently in place.  They will be repaired and 

painted to present a clean, well kept appearance.   One additional entrance will be added to access the 

Tenant 2 space.  The existing entrances and windows will be expanded slightly to allow for natural 

lighting in the spaces, as well as providing a more pleasing exterior appearance. 



 

It is our believe that the plan presented represents the best hope to rehabilitate the structure.  We 

believe the proposal not only maintains the historic nature of the building, but also enhances and 

contributes to Mitchell’s Historic Commercial District.   We respectfully request the approval of the plan 

by the Committee in order to move forward with our investment in preserving the historic nature of this 

structure in downtown Mitchell. 

 

Very Truly Yours, 

 

Jeff Danielson 

Chief Manager, 

 JDan Properties, LLC (successors to World of Fabrics (Mitchell), Inc.) 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Case Report Notes –   

 
Former Fabric & Textile Warehouse 
401 North Main Street 
Mitchell, SD 

 
 
Response to SD Historical Society Letter of August 6, 2019 on the above building regarding ARSD 24:52:07:03, Items 
1, 5, 6, &7 

1. A description of any impending project which may adversely affect historic property: 

The existing building (built in 1940) is proposed to be renovated with new interior walls and finishes. The exterior 
porcelain metal panels are proposed to be replaced with prefinished metal panels of a similar size and shape. The 
existing boarded up openings along Main Street are proposed to be opened back up and new storefronts installed. 
The existing brick façade along 4th Avenue is proposed to be painted to compliment the new colored metal panels 
and new openings cut in to allow for multiple tenants. 

 
5. A description of potentially affected historic property with any relevant physical, economical, or situational 

information on the property: 
 

The existing building is in disrepair. The roof structure has failed and is in danger of collapse as inspected and 
noted by a structural engineer. The porcelain cover metal panels on the Main Street façade are chipped, loose, and 
have miscellaneous holes in them from previous work. The brick on the 4th Street side appears to be in good 
shape. 

 
6. A description of the potential effects of the proposed project on historic property and the basis for determination of 

effect: 
 

While the renovation of the existing building will not historically restore the property to its original state, it will restore 
it a state that is closer to the original condition than it is now by replacing the damaged porcelain metal panels with 
new metal panels and reopening the boarded up storefronts. 

 
7. A historic preservation plan or description and evaluation of all feasible and prudent alternates which a state entity 

or political subdivision proposes in order to minimize adverse effect of a project on historic property and alternatives 
which the state entity of political subdivision has examined and rejects: 

 
An earlier plan proposing an exterior insulation and finish system (Dryvit) along with some exterior awnings and 
canopies was proposed and reviewed. Changes to the exterior finishes and exterior canopy elements were 
suggested. These suggestions were taken into account in the revised exterior design. 

 

Respectfully, 

 
Herm Harms 
Architect 
Puetz Corporation 











     
    Mitchell Area Development Corporation 

    601 North Main Street | Mitchell, SD 57301  
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August 15, 2019       MORE INFORMATION:  Mark Vaux 
Immediate release        Office: 605-995-1104   
 

MADC to take ownership of Third and Main buildings 
 

Mitchell, S.D. – The Mitchell Area Development Corporation will take ownership of two buildings on Mitchell’s 
Main Street in the troubled Third and Main area. The organization’s intent is to expedite the opening of Third 
Avenue, which has been impassible for two years, and pursue development options in the area. 

“This is a tremendous opportunity,” said MADC executive director Mark Vaux. “We are in a position to assist 
business owners and the city of Mitchell and improve the overall face of Main Street.” 

MADC has asked the city to transfer ownership of the Finnell building, the structure that has been at the center of 
the situation, at an upcoming meeting.  Last Friday in a special meeting, the council approved a settlement 
agreement which will allow the building to be demolished.   

MADC has also signed a purchase agreement for the building immediately adjacent to the Finnell building, owned 
by Skip and Diane Moody, of Moody’s Western Wear. The Moodys plan to vacate the building and relocate their 
business.  

“The MADC Board approved this plan unanimously,” said Vaux. “Main Street is the heart of our community, and 
thousands of visitors and residents travel the street every year, forming an impression of Mitchell. By taking 
ownership of these buildings, we can offer an expeditious and cost-effective solution to an area that has been a 
problem.” 
 
“When Mark (Vaux) contacted us, we were excited,” said Mayor Bob Everson. “The council has been working to 
get this area addressed and has agreed that Main Street is a priority, however, we do not have any interest in 
owning buildings down Main Street, and we are not in the development business. We are fortunate to have a 
partner willing to take on the clean-up and development of this area.” 
 
Razing the Finnell and Moody buildings will take place as soon as feasible, according to Vaux.  

“Based on contractor quotes, removing both buildings is far more financially sound than attempting to take down 
the Finnell building while preserving the integrity of the Moody’s wall,” he said. “The owners have been wonderful 
to work with, and we are so pleased to be able to help them realize a new future for Moody’s Western Wear.”   

The Mitchell Main Street & Beyond Organization is supportive of the plan as well. 

“Our historic Main Street business district is unique and full of possibilities,” said Emma DeVos, chairwoman of the 
MMS&B board. “We look forward to having Third Avenue opened and to working with future developers of this 
prime section of Main Street.” 

-end- 
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