
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL

612 N MAIN ST, MITCHELL, SD 

DATE: JULY 24, 2017

TIME: 12:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER:

ROLL CALL:

APPROVE AGENDA:

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: JULY 10, 2017

PLANNINGCOMMINUTES7102017.PDF

SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING: AUGUST 14, 2017

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT: 

Farmers Union Industries, LLC. Of Redwood Falls, MN announces plans to expand their 
current Performance Pet Products facility at 1801 Van Dyke Drive.  In efforts to reduce 

environmental impact and improve process efficiencies, the company will install state-of-
the-art canning equipment in an approximately 70,000 square foot addition to the existing 
building.  Performance Pet Products will continue to employ their current workforce 

during and after this expansion. The property is legally described as Lot B Ex B-1, B-2, & 
Ex Lot 1 & Lot 2 of Syncom Addition in N1/2 SW1/4, Section 27, T 103 N, R 60 W, 
Platted Various, City of Mitchell, Davison County, South Dakota.  The property is zoned 

Transportation, Warehousing, and Commercial District and a Processing Facility requires 
a conditional use permit.    

EXPANSION LETTER (002).PDF
QUESTIONSPERFPET.PDF
PPP_0012_EXPANSIONPRESENTATION.PDF
PERFORMANCE PET FLOOR PLAN 7.10.17.PDF
X-17098-DSGN IDG-11X17 SITE PLAN (1) 150SC.PDF
PERFORMANCE PET ELEVATIONS 7.10.17.PDF
PERFORPETSITEMAP.PDF
MAPPERFPETCUP.PDF
AERIALPERFPET.PDF
NOHPERFORMANCEPET.PDF
PERFPETNEIGHBORS.PDF

Public Hearing & Action On Zoning Code Amendment: Animal Breeding 

ZONINGCODEAMENDMENTANIMALBREEDING.PDF

PLAT
Lot 3 in Square 17 of Weaver's Squares Addition to the City of Mitchell, Davison County, 
South Dakota   

16099 PLAT LOT 3 11X17 PLAT 071317.PDF

PLAT
A Plat of Lot 3, Block 5 of Woodland Heights First Addition, A Subdivision of Lot 2, 
Crane's Addition in the SE 1/4 of Section 34, T 103 N, R 60 W of the 5th P.M., City of 
Mitchell, Davison County, South Dakota.  

PLATL3B5WOODLANDHEIGHTS.PDF

Update And Possible Comment On O2017-10 
The Planning Commission will be provided an update to the City Code in regards to storm 
drainage and detention pond discharges 

O201710STORMDRAINAGEORDINANCE.PDF

OTHER BUSINESS:

ADJOURNMENT:
"The City of Mitchell invites all interested parties to give oral or written comments. If 
special accommodations are required, please notify the Public Works Department at 
605-995-8433 at least 24 hour prior to the scheduled meeting." 
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220 Ponderosa Road  
PO Box 319 
Redwood Falls, MN 

Phone: 507-637-2938 
Fax: 507-637-5409 

www.fuillc.com 

 
 
 
Dear valued neighbors, 
 
Farmers Union Industries, LLC. of Redwood Falls, MN plans to expand our current Performance Pet Products facility at 
1801 Van Dyke Drive.  In efforts to reduce environmental impact and improve process efficiencies, the company will 
install state-of-the-art canning equipment in an approximately 70,000 square foot addition to the existing 
building.  Performance Pet Products will continue to employ their current workforce during and after this expansion. 
 
The existing facility, which Performance Pet Products has owned and operated for 5 years, along Interstate 90 was 
previously owned by Van Dykes Supply and prior to that by Syncom. Expansion of the facility will include the installation 
of new, state-of-the-art equipment which will allow the company to considerably expand their canning production in 
Mitchell, as well as aesthetic improvements to the existing site.  
 
The processes taking place in the expanded facility will differ greatly from the functions currently being performed at 
Performance Pet Product’s East Haven Street facility. Raw materials will enter the facility as a frozen or dry product and 
will be cooked within a sealed pet food can, therefore no odors will be produced.   
 
Truck traffic will be minimal, approximately 15-16 trucks per week. “Rejected product” will need to leave the facility via 
a truck, however, the company will be taking extraordinary measures with its contractors to ensure any truck odor is 
mitigated to the fullest extent possible.  These trucks are already entering and leaving the Mitchell community via the 
same traffic pathways and no additional truck traffic will be imposed. 
 
Performance Pet Product’s $17 million reinvestment in Mitchell will dramatically improve the working conditions and 
efficiencies within the operation and the upgrade in equipment will result in a greater need for skilled employees. The 
East Havens Street location will remain operational for meat processing and cold storage space.  
 
For further inquiries, please contact Michelle Gudgel with Farmers Union Industries at 507-637-2938 or 
mgudgel@fuillc.com. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Duane Anderson 
President/CEO 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.fuillc.com/
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A Message From Farmers Union Industries
Performance Pet Products is an operating division of Farmers Union Industries (FUI). FUI was 
established in 1929 and currently runs seven operations divisions, including: Central Bi-Products, 
Northland Choice, Midwest Grease, Pet Care Systems, Artex Manufacturing, Dakota Pack and 
Performance Pet Products. 

Performance Pet Products was acquired by FUI in July of 2015 to both enhance vertical integration 
of current operations as well as to provide FUI with new opportunities to diversify and enter into 
new markets. 

Farmers Union Industries has experienced great success through the decades by consistently 
positioning itself as one of the highest quality manufacturers and service providers in the 
industries it operates in. FUI’s relentless focus on quality has allowed the company to build a very 
loyal customer base and continues to draw in new customers that are attracted to a better buying 
experience as well as quality of product. 

Since acquiring Performance Pet Products, FUI has integrated its main principals of operation 
into the company and looks at ways to enhance quality and efficiencies. With a growing business 
combined with continually increasing demand for high end pet food production, Performance 
Pet Products is perfectly positioned to expand its operations to increase its pet food 
manufacturing capabilities. 

The current Performance Pet Products facility is comprised of antiquated equipment in a facility 
that does not meet the quality standards of FUI. Farmers Union Industries is dedicated to 
expanding the facility and improving operations to create added capacity, efficiencies and 
effectiveness by adding state-of-the-art equipment. 

As a part of this accomplishment, FUI will invest in a combination of technologies to create a 
facility that has a more positive impact on the environment than the current facility. The new 
facility will enable the Performance Pet Products plant to significantly reduce the use of key 
natural resources and reduce our overall environmental impact. More effective wastewater 
treatment will be included as a part of this plan. 

It is the overall goal of FUI to become a better business partner in the Mitchell, SD community. As 
we look at process improvement, we will be including new routes and delivery times with some of 
our key raw material vendors to reduce visibility and lessen community disruption with the arrivals 
and departures of loads.  FUI’s vertical integration strategy allows our divisions more flexibility to 
work with the community as we have direct control over some of the raw material providers.  

FUI will continue to develop strategies to ensure our business remains sustainable with a commitment to 
continuously look at  ways to enhance our operations to make a positive impact in all areas of our 
operations. As a company that stands strongly behind doing what is right, we have been able 
to achieve a growing business, strong local partnerships and added community participation over our 
90 years of manufacturing. As we leap forward with a new facility, we can assure you this is also the 
goal for Performance Pet Products in Mitchell, South Dakota. 

Duane Anderson

Farmers Union Industries, LLC.
President & CEO,
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THE EXPANSION OF PPP

• New State-of-the-Art Facility
• More Efficient Operations
• Greener Manufacturing Facility
• Enhanced Community Presence
• The Values and Vision of Farmers Union Industries
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WHY PERFORMANCE PET PRODUCTS

WE’RE THE PEOPLE BEHIND YOUR PROMISE.

THIS ISN’T JUST PET FOOD. IT’S YOURS.

We’re the innovators and formulators who turn your desire for a leaner, tastier, healthier or 
otherwise better pet food into an actual product on the shelves. We’re personally invested 

in your company, you ideas and your dreams. And we’re there, alongside you, from a 
sketch on a napkin to a sku online or on the shelf. 

We custom-make every product for every customer, and we turn pure proteins and 
muscle-meat into what you imagine pet food to be. And we’re the only canner to do this.

Custom formulations:
- Loaf/pate

- Cuts & gravy
- Reformed meat products

- shredded meat muscle and any other
variation you can dream up

Small minimum runs

Packaging expertise

You want to get a product on the shelves. Your product. Your way. Following your 
philosophy and your passion for what you believe pet food should be. 

So do we.
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CUSTOMERS FIRST QUALITY

FULFILLMENT
INNOVATION &
FORMULATION

You’re the only thing that 
comes before the pets we 

serve, and you’ll see it in 
our service.

We can track every source 
for every ingredient in 
every can. And we start 
with only the best.

We turn your dream into 
a product on the shelf, no 
matter how unique your 
request.

Your idea gets custom-
crafted into nutrient-rich 
pet food — it’s never an 
out-of-the-box formula.
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COMPANY OVERVIEW

Farmers Union Industries (FUI) has been farmer owned 
since its inception in 1929. Founded to have more control 
over pricing in the livestock market, Farmers Union 
Industries has been fighting for the family farm and rural 
life in the Midwest for almost 90 years. Throughout its 
history, FUI has shown success through rendering and has 
grown by adding other businesses that supported their 
agriculture based heritage.
 
The company’s deep roots in adding value to back to 
materials that other people have seen as waste continue 
to remain a constant throughout its operations. As the 
company evolves, FUI shows continued efforts to diversify 
and expand its network to create value through an 

intersection of its seven divisions.  It's a business that will continue to be dedicated to driving better quality into 
outputs and creating lifelong partnerships that are an integral piece of its foundation. 
 
With seven different business units operating across three states, FUI is a company that is dedicated to 
manufacturing products that serve as sustainable solutions for a worldwide market and at the same time drive 
support back to the family farm. Headquartered in Redwood Falls, MN, Farmers Union Industries is proud 
to drive growth, community support and life-long partnerships that will have global impact and serve those that 
come after us.
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OUR BRANDS

we’re a family of companies
and family is always there for you

THE BEST SERVICE YOU’LL NEVER SEE.
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COMPANY OVERVIEW

MISSION

FUI is the premier provider of specialized products; providing superior value and services to members and 
customers.

VISION

To provide specialized products benefiting every household. 

VALUES
INTEGRITY

Open and truthful in all we do.

ACCOUNTABILITY
We take responsibility for our actions.

RELATIONSHIPS
We make it easy to do business with us.

QUALITY
We are passionate about our company and products, we strive to exceed expectations.

SAFETY
We create and maintain a safe environment for all. We have zero tolerance for safety violations.

ENVIRONMENTALLY RESPONSIBLE
We are dedicated to providing a cleaner planet for future generations.
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COMPANY HISTORY

1929

1948

1947

Farmers Union Livestock Commission was

founded, chartered as a Minnesota

Corporation

The Commission purchased their first

rendering company in La Crosse, WI

1967
FUMA and FUMPA merged entities to create

Farmers Union Marketing & Processing

Association (FUMPA)

1975
The company’s two new plants had replaced 

18 small out-of-date rendering plants

The Commission purchased Central Bi-

Products from Ralph Ballard, based

in Redwood Falls, MN

1974
Rendering facility built in Long Prairie, MN

1985
Midwest Grease was acquired, starting the

company’s venture in the grease collection

service



10

COMPANY HISTORY

1988
Purchased Lang Packing Company in

St. Cloud, MN

Northland Choice Pet Food Ingredients

division was born

1998
Purhcase of Northern Grease Company

2005
The company changed it’s name to

Farmers Union Industries, LLC

Began managing works for trailer manufaturing

2014
Express Oil was acquired to expand

our Midwest Grease division

1994
Purchased Mr. Be’s Grease Service

2002
Purchase of Pet Care Systems in

Detroit Lakes, MN

2008
Purchased Artex Manufacturing from

a Canadian entity

Began producing high quality silage 

trailers and manure spreaders
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COMPANY HISTORY

2017
FUI builds a new corporate office to

support the company’s continuous 

growth effort

2015
MESA holdings was acquired by FUI, which

consisted of a rendering facility to

expand CBI into Iowa, along with a hog

processing facility

Performance Pet Products was acquired

by FUI to add it’s first co-packing operation

to it’s portfolio
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MICHELLE GUDGEL
PRODUCT MARKETING MANAGER - FARMERS UNION INDUSTIRES

MGUDGEL@FUILLC.COM

NATE THOMAS
VICE PRESIDENT R&D - PERFORMANCE PET PRODUCTS

NTHOMAS@PERFORMANCEPET.NET

ERIC RITTENHOUSE
DIRECTOR OF SALES - PERFORMANCE PET PRODUCTS

ERITTENHOUSE@PERFORMANCEPET.NET

CONTACT INFORMATION
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